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Contemporary Issues: Helping Students with Dyslexia, Dysgraphia and 

Other Disorders on the Spectrum 

EDU 455/C&I 555 

2 credits; June 1-Aug. 2, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructor:  Ann Ellsworth 

Contact information:  ann.ellsworth@montana.edu; (406) 581-7035 

 

Required Texts     

1. Teaching Students with Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, OWL LD, and Dyscalculia: Lessons from Teaching 

and Science.  Virginia Berninger & Beverly Wolf, Paul H. Brookes Publishing, 2016. 

 

2. The Dyslexic Advantage: Unlocking the Hidden Potential of the Dyslexic Brain. Brocke L. Eide &    

     Fernette F. Eide. Penguin, 2012. 

  

Overview    

This two-credit offering is based on the premise that children of all ages 

and across grade levels can learn, but that they do so differently. We 

know that for some students, learning to read and write will be one of 

the most challenging school tasks they will ever undertake. Accordingly, 

practitioners must be knowledgeable about (1) the spectrum of oral and 

written language disabilities and (2) how a teacher can be an academic 

coach-guide who helps all students experience success. We will study 

what experts in the field have to say about learning disorders and 

consider how teachers can rethink their current practices, identifying 

ways to differentiate learning to maximize individual student success.  

 

 

Learning outcomes:  

Upon completion of the course: 

• Students will have researched a dyslexic individual and composed a tribute poem to that 

individual. 

• Students will have identified symptoms of dyslexia, dysgraphia, and other disorders on 

the spectrum. 

• Students will have identified learning mechanisms that engage struggling learners and 

encourage their responsiveness to (language) instruction.  

• Students will have read a book of their choice that deals with learning disorders. 

mailto:ann.ellsworth@montana.edu
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• Students will have explained why highly structured, multisensory approaches to language 

fundamentals are more effective than traditional (paper-pencil) approaches. 

• Students will have evaluated websites, programs, and approaches for struggling and/or dyslexic 

learners.  

• Students will have reflected on how classroom procedures for instruction and assessment can be 

modified to differentiate for the individual learner.  

 

  

 

Summary of Requirements, Points, and Due Dates:  

  

Requirement  Points Week  Location  

Introductory assignment    10     1  Assignment folder, Discussion board 

Discussions (4 required)   20   2-4,6  Discussion board  

Documentary   20    4 Assignment folder and Discussion board  

Book review   30     7  Assignment folder 

Final paper    15     8  Assignment folder  

  

 

Grading Scale (Total points available: 100) 

A 93-100 

A- 90-92   

B+       87-89 

B 83-86  

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-70 

D  60-69  

F  below 59  

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Assignment 1: Introductions and Learning about Dyslexia with Tribute Poetry (10 points)  

Part I: Introduce yourself using an I Am poem structure. 

• Begin and end your creation with I Am ___(insert name.)   

• Compose a poem, minimum of 15 lines.    

• Consider how you’ll use graphics to enhance your presentation.  

• Reference the instructor’s modeled example in the content section of the 

course.  

• Post your introduction by the end of the first week of class. 

 

Part II:  

• Now research a famous dyslexic individual: 
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Possible options:  Charles Schultz, Albert Einstein, Thomas Edison, Jennifer Aniston, Anderson Cooper, 

Steven Spielberg, Steve Jobs, Whoopi Goldberg, Caitlin Jenner, Keira Knightley, Jack Horner, etc. 

• Use the same writing frame (above) and incorporate information about this well-known 

individual within your 15-line tribute. 

• Post your I Am ___ tribute poem about your chosen individual by the end of the first week of 

class.  

 

Part III: Replies to peers 

• Read all classmates’ I Am ___ introductions and their I Am ___   tribute poems about a famous 

dyslexic person. 

• Respond to at least one classmate’s submission.  

 

Assignment 2: Four Discussions and online participation/Required (20 points)  

This course is facilitated with the Moodle learning platform, and your “attendance and participation” in the 

online environment will be determined by your engagement with discussions, Monday-Sunday.  

• The original post needs to be made by Wednesday, 11:59 p.m.    

• Word length: minimum of 300 words 

• Between Wednesday and Sunday, you need to reply to at least one other class member; response needs 

to be at least 200 words.  

• Reference Appendix A (addendum to this syllabus) that describes the criteria and procedures for 

completing the discussion assignment, and provides evaluation criteria.   

 

Assignment 3: Documentary analysis (20 points)  

View the PBS documentary: Being You. In a 3-4 page paper, capture the salient ideas presented and 

describe how what you learned will impact your teaching practice. For Week 4 discussion, you will offer 

feedback to another member in your class, comparing/contrasting the salient points you each discussed.  

Due Week 4.  

 

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=PBS+Being+You&view=detail&mid=6E508540D605BD69F88

E6E508540D605BD69F88E&FORM=VIRE 

 

Assignment 4: Book review (30 points) 

Select a book about that adds to your knowledge about struggling learners. During 

Week 2, send the instructor an email with your preliminary thoughts about text 

selection. Once approved, read it and write a 3-4 page paper that (1) provides a concise 

summary (a paragraph), (2) offers a critical analysis of the text, and (3) explains how 

the book’s contents have provided you with new understandings of students who find school 

challenging.  

 

NOTE: If you are looking for a good read, author John Robison’s Look Me In The Eye: My Life with 

Asperger’s will not disappoint you. 

 

Assignment 5: Final reflection paper (20 points)   

Write a 3-4 page reflection wherein you identify what you have learned from readings, videos, and 

assignments. Use APA formatting. In your paper, answer these questions:  

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=PBS+Being+You&view=detail&mid=6E508540D605BD69F88E6E508540D605BD69F88E&FORM=VIRE
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=PBS+Being+You&view=detail&mid=6E508540D605BD69F88E6E508540D605BD69F88E&FORM=VIRE
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• Which reading(s) and/or course support materials (including videos) impacted you the most?  

Discuss.  

• Which assignment(s) helped you examine your own understandings about student learning in a 

more critical manner? Elaborate.   

• Other comments or observations. 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

→Evaluation of Assignments and APA format: As a graduate student you are expected to submit 

high quality written products that adhere to the requirements outlined by the 6th edition of the American 

Psychological Association (APA) publication manual. A helpful resource follows: 

https://owl.english.purdue.eduowl/resource/560/01/ 

For the purposes of our class, only the final paper needs to be in APA formatting.  

 

→Submit an Assignment on Moodle 

1. Links to assignments can always be found in the sections down the center of the Moodle course 

page.  

2. Click the link to the assignment.  

3. Click Add submission.  

4. To enter online text, type directly into the Online text box. 

5. To submit a file using drag-and-drop. 

6.  Browse for a file. 

7.  Click Upload. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

Class Calendar  

  

Date  Assignments  

 

Week 

1 

✓ Read and complete Introduction assignment  

✓ Read Parts I and II in Eide/Eide. Focus on those chapters that have most significance for 

your classroom practice.  

✓ Read Chapter 1 in Berninger/Wolf 

✓ View:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCvmsMzlF7o 

✓ Read “Family Commentaries: Special Needs Kids” pdf. in course content/readings folder 

file:///C:/Users/t65p973/Desktop/EDCI%20534/Learning%20Disabilities.pdf 

 

✓ Due: Share your introduction assignment 

✓ To do: Read/respond to at least one classmate’s introduction assignment 

 

Week 

2 

✓ Read Part III in Eide/Eide. Focus on those chapters that have most significance for your 

classroom practice.  

✓ Read Chapter 2 in Berninger/Wolf 

✓ View: 

http://www.thoughtfulclassroom.com/PDFs/lsis-help-for-struggling-students.pdf 

✓ View:   

https://owl.english.purdue.eduowl/resource/560/01/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-JXOnFOXQk 

 

✓ Due: Discussion #1 of 4  

✓ To do: Reply to a classmate’s discussion  posting 

 

Week 

3 

✓ Read Part IV in Eide/Eide 

✓ Peruse Part II (Chapters 3-6) in Berninger/Wolf. Focus on those chapters that have most 

significance for your classroom practice.  

focusing on that which pertains to your interests 

 

✓ Due: Discussion #2 of 4 

✓ To do: Reply to a classmate’s discussion posting 

 

Week 

4  

✓ Read Part V in Eide/Eide 

✓ Read Part III (Chapters 7- 11) in Berninger/Wolf. Focus on those chapters that have most 

significance for your classroom practice.  

✓ View documentary 

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=PBS+Being+You&view=detail&mid=6E508540D605B

D69F88E6E508540D605BD69F88E&FORM=VIRE 

 

✓ Due: Documentary analysis to assignment folder 

✓ Due: Discussion #3 of 4—review a peer’s documentary reflection and comment on how 

his/her observations compared to your own. 

✓ To do: Reply to a classmate’s documentary analysis 

  

Week 

5 

✓ Read Part VI in Eide/Eide. Focus on those chapters that have most significance for your 

classroom practice.  

✓ Read Chapter 13 in Berninger/Wolf. 

✓ Read book selection for book review assignment. 

 

Week 

6 

✓ Read Parts VI and VII in Eide/Eide. Focus on those chapters that have most significance 

for your classroom practice. 

✓ View: 

http://mashable.com/2017/03/23/rainbow-bagel-quest-cerebral-palsy-zach-

anner/#IAQntVIV5Pq8 

✓ Draft book review—make an outline before writing 

 

✓ Due: Complete Discussion #4 of 4 (final discussion) 

✓ To do: Respond to a classmate’s discussion post 

 

Week 

7 

✓ Read Why Struggling Readers Continue To Struggle 

http://ptgmedia.pearsoncmg.com/images/9780205627547/downloads/All 

ington%20WRM%20RTI%20ch1 

  

✓ Due: Book review assignment 

Week 

8 

  ✓ Due: Reflection paper 

 

 


